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NASCAR — SPRINTS 
INDY CARS — PRO-STOCK 
FUNNY CARS — DRAGSTERS — IMSA 


SHOW CARS — STREET MACHINES — CUSTOMS 
MUSCLE CARS — OLDIES — CLASSICS — OFF ROAD 
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НЕВЕ ARE 9 REASONS TO ORDER FROM THE MODEL SHOP! | 


1. 60 page catalog - full descriptions and pictures with more of everything! 


2. Large selection of all the latest kits plus hard-to-find discontinued kits. We carry the complete line in all 
scales (not just some of the kits)! 


3. Supplies: paints from 4 manufacturers - over 350 decals for all types of cars - tools - brushes - engine 
wiring kits - bare metal foil - sho cases - round and sheet styrene, plus much more. (We carry more than 
just kits)! 


4. Yougetitfirst. Because we order factory direct, we have new releases 2-3 months before retail outlets! 


5. You save time and money: by not paying state and local taxes or the gas expense of hunting through 
every store to find what you want. (If you can)! 


6. Everything is delivered to your door - satisfaction guaranteed! 
Large inventory on hand to insure prompt delivery - we stock what we have. 


8. We process your order the day we receive it - most orders are in your hands in less than 14 days! 
(Catalogs take approximately 3 weeks)! 


9. We accept Mastercard, Visa and C.O.D. - for information call Monday through Friday 8:00 to 5:00 - 
after hours we have a convenient answering machine! 


шин Save Yourself The Hassle And Order The Model Shop Way! 
SEND $3.00 FOR NEW 1989-90 CATALOG 


Bas 1990 | 60 PAGES - NOW WITH PICTURES AND FULL DESCRIPTIONS 


THE MODEL SHOP 


бөліне, WI 54650 
Foreign add $3.00 for Air Mail 





MAIL ORDER IS OUR ONLY BUSINESS — NOT A SIDELINE. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS; Should be mailed to Cartoons, 8490 Sunset 
Blvd., Los Angeles, СА 90069, They must be accompanied by 
retum postage and we assume no responsibility tor loss or dam- 
age thereto, Any malarial accepted is subject to such revisions 
85 15 necessary in gur sole discretion to meat the requirements 
of this publication. Upon acceptance, payment will be made al 
Our current rate, which covers all author's and/or contributor's 
right, title and interest in the material submitted, Including but 
not limited to photos, drawings, charts and designs which shall 
бе considered ав text, The act of mailing à manuscript and/or 
material shall constitute an express waranty by the contributor 
that the material is original and in no way an infringement on 
tha порі of others, 


No part ol this book may be reproduced without written permis- 
sion from Petersen Publishing Company, Printed in U.S A 
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The only humor magazine іп the World 
for the lovers and owners of cars. 
Іп This Issue 


4 Some Letters We Got 
8 My Wheels 
9 Krass 8 Bernie/George 1 
15 Photo Radar/Pat Rea 
16 My Wheels 
17 Most Realistic/ Tom Foxmarnick 
18 Kit Bashing/Steve Austin 
21 Leslie/Leslie Reynolds 
22 Quality Time/Don Lomax 
25 Untitled Cartoon/Pat Rea 
26 What The Heck/Tom Foxmarnick 
28 Model Interview/Carl Kohler 
31 Arrhythmic Heart Throb/Steve Austin 
33 Post Cards/George Trosley 
34 Scratchbuilt Scenes/Car! Kohler 
36 A Message... 
37 Quiet/Tom Foxmarnick 
39 Quiet/Steve Austin 
41 My Wheels 
42 Model Accessories/Tom Foxmarnick 
43 A Portfolio/Scott CARter 
46 How To Draw Model Cars/George Trosley 
49 'Toonist On The Edge/Bob Hardin 
53 Grease Job/Pat Rea 
54 Untitled CARtoon/Nicholas Cordero & Dennis Ellefson 
55 Shed, The Cat/Bob Hardin 
59 Speed Demon/Don Lomax & Tom Foxmarnick 
64 It's All In Your Head/ Shawn Kerri 


Front Cover: Dennis Ellefson ٭‎ Lift-Out: Tom Foxmarnick 
Cover Lettering: No-No Montgomery and the Chicago Waterback Graphics 


CARTOONS (ISSN 0898-3836) Vol. 31, No. 1 
Copyright 1990 by Petersen Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Published bimonthly by 
Petersen Publishing Company, 8490 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90069. Subscription & inquir- 
ies: (213) 854-2470, Second Class postage paid at Los Angeles, CA 90052 and at additional mail- 
Ing offices. Single copy price $1.95, $2.50 in Canada. Subscription rates: U.S., military and pos- 
sessions: one year $9.95, all others $14.95 per year. 


POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Cartoons, P.O. Box 4308, Los Angeles, CA 90078. 








Mail your letters to: 
CARtoons/Letters 

8490 Sunset Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90069 


Dear CARtoons geniuses, 

Гуе been subscribing їо CARtoons 
for over two years now, and every issue 
has been a masterpiece. Great stories 
and fantastic art. Each of my magazines 
15 stored іп a secure padded envelope. 
This 15 to ensure the quality of the mag. 

When I heard there was a 30th 
Anniversary Issue on the way, 1 was so 
excited I barely got any sleep. Just the 
thought of 30 years of CARtoons 
history in my hands. . . 44444444! 
And finally, after weeks of waiting, the 

(C big day came. The man in the blue suit 
= with a 16-07. can of mace on his belt 
= was carrying my 30 years of CARtoons. 
= From the front window of my house I 
uj Could see him coming. Only two houses 
O to go, and then, he'd have the honor of 
delivering one of the most special pieces 
û. of literature in the entire world. ,. Му 
= precious Anniversary Issue! Finally, my 
2 nights of sleepless torture were over! 
и Now I know what women go through 
giving birth! 

CARtoons, thank you for Krass and 

Bernie, thank you for the double-sided 





QUICK IRV SEZ: We cannot guarantee 
that letters addressed personally ta the 
artists will be properly forwarded, and also 
cannot quarantee that any personal 
requests will be fulfilled. In the meantime, 
we are looking for intelligent, pointed and 
topical letters for use in Some Letters We 
Got. 

The letters address is; 

CARioons/Letters 

8490 Sunset Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90069 

ALSO: On the CONTENTS page of this 
and every issue, there is, and always will 
be, a phone number you can call with 
inquiries about subscriptions. The 
number is: (213) 854-2470. If you'll look at 
Ihe contents page, you'll see it there. 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND YOUR GRIPES 
AND INQUIRIES ABOUT 
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE EDITORIAL 
OFFICES or to the Letters address. This 
simply delays things and leaves you 
frustrated. 

The address to use for inquiries about 





poster, thank you for the My Wheels 
section and thank you for all the great 
reprints from yesteryear. 
Congratulations, CARtoons, on a 
hellava Anniversary Issue. 1 bow to all 
associated with CARtoons. 

Wait... hold оп... what's this 
printed on the back cover? Monster 
Trucks and still more Anniversary stuff 
in the next issue? Too much! I feel the 
sleepless nights coming back again. 
Guys, please help me out, publish 
CARtoons' next Issue, quick, pronto! 
Your biggest, sleepless fan 
Chuy Garcia 
El Paso, Texas 
—Gee, we never heard the magazine 
referred to before as one of the most 
special pieces of literature in the whole 
world. We thought that was reserved for 
stuff like “Moby Dick” and “War and 
Реасе“апа other things like that. 
Anyway, we apologize for causing you all 
that insomnia. However, we are going to 
cause you some more, because you won 
the first place in this here letters column 
this time. 


your subscription or to enter or renew a 
subscription is: 

CARtoons/Subscription Fulfillment 

8725 Sunset Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90028 

We are receiving a lot of letters that 
have My Wheels submissions in them. It is 
very difficult for us to sort these out. 
Please send your My Wheels submissions 
to the correct address. We are also 
receiving letters asking for personal replies 
or specific drawings requested of some of 
our artists. We get SO much mail that we 
cannot handle these. We try to run as 
many letters as we can in each issue, but 
we simply cannot attend to them on a 
personal basis. So, if vou sent in a request 
and ас! no response, don't feel you're 
being slighted. 

Please pay attention to the deadline 
dates on the contests we run. We must 
adhere to our deadlines. We receive many 
entries after the close of a contest. This 
makes it difficult for us to pick the winners 
from the entries that were submitted on 





Dear Irv, 

When the October 89 issue of 
CARtoons came in the mail, I knew I 
had something special. As I read, I 
realized that CARtoons has helped me 
out a lot and felt quite obligated to 
write a letter. Back in October of 86, I 
had my first letter printed. In the April 
issue of 87, I had a runner-up drawing 
in the ATV contest. I wrote a letter of 
thanks in the August issue of the same 
year. Then in December of 87, my 
letter was printed that appeared as a 
first place winner. That important 
letter, asking how I should go about 
becomung a cartoonist produced some 
serious feedback. I received a letter 
from Carl Kohler, Chris Rittenhouse, a 
talented artist who wanted to give me 
some first-hand advice, and a few 
others. I have taken everyone's advice 
and stuck with it. 

Now I am majoring in Art at a 
school that has one of the finest, 
well-rounded art programs in 
Oklahoma. I am going by way of a 
talent scholarship. Thanks to the 


time. 50... watch those deadlines! Get 
your stuff in early and you won't be 
disappointed, and neither will we. . . 

We've had some observations that the 
stuff run in My Wheels was. a little too 
slick, so we are opening up that area. 
However, please put your name and 
address on the back of EACH and EVERY 
drawing you submit. Otherwise, they will 
NOT be considered. Also, all submissions 
become the property of Petersen 
Publishing Company and cannot be 
returned. So, if you have a drawing that 
you wish to keep for your portfolio, send 
us a photo or Xerox of it. 

CARtoons/My Wheels 

8490 Sunset Boulevard 

Los Angeles, CA 90069 
We are still receiving letters addressed to 
the Corresponding Erica column. We can 
no longer respond to these, as we no 
longer maintain that section. 

Til next time. . , 


SECOND PLACE WINNER 


THIRD PLACE WINNER 





encouragement of others, CARtoons 
and the will to succeed, my hopes can 
come true. Thanks a lot! 

By the way, the 30th Anniversary 
Issue is one to be topped. A most 
triumphant display of intertwined talent 
and humor, concerning your 
domination of the cartoon magazines in 
the last three decades. You'll hear по 
more complaints coming from my lips. 
Steve Austin is still my favorite, but 
they're all excellent. 

How about another contest? 
Something where we can really use our 
imaginations. I can only say: party on, 
dudes. From a fellow cartoonist who 
loves CARtoons. 

Tim Work 

Tuttle, Oklahoma 

—We receive lots of mail concerning just 
what you're talking about in your letter. 
A lot of tooners write in for info about 
breaking into the world of cartooning. A 
lot of them ask us how Trosley got so 
good. We always tell them that it was 
hard work, perserverence and dedication. 
And your letter bears us out. All we can 
say to you is good luck, hang in there, 
stick to it and all that. You certainly 
have gotten yourself off to a great start. 
And . . it's letters like yours that make 
us glad we're doing all this. 


Dear САВ 008, 

I have been reading CARtoons for 
almost four years now. I have 22 issues 
and when the Anniversary Issue comes 
out, ГЇЇ have 23 issues. I saw my first 
issue of CARtoons in an IGA. I think 
it was the June 84 issue with a section 
on How To Draw Camaros. І don't 
have that issue today, but I wish I did. 
You used to have a column called Erica 
which was discontinued because a 
bunch of people took advantage of 
people who were looking for pen-pals, 
and, also, because of those people, Irv 
wasn't sure if he should publish the 
addresses of people who wanted to sell, 
buy or trade issues of CARtoons. I 
wish Irv could go run them down with 
his 68 Cadillac, but there 1s some sorta 
law that prevents this. But it would be 
nice to see about two tons and 19 feet 
of Cadillac teach those guys a lesson. 

A lot of magazines today have their 
prices going up and up, but it is good 
to see that CARtoons is keeping its 
price nice and affordable for almost 
everyone, 

Petersen is reprinting the first 12 
issues of Hot Rod, you should see if 
they could do the same for CARtoons. 

If anybody out there appreciates 
Troslev's work a lot, you're welcome to 
join a fan club. Just jot down your 
name and address on a post card or 
write a letter to: Trosley Fan Club, Box 
36, Atmore, Alberta, Canada ТОА-ОЕО. 

It's free and when you join you will 
have chances to win autographed 
drawings by Trosley. This month we 
are having a contest. You can win the 


original Asphalt Animal art (8% x 11) 
drawn and autographed by George 
Trosley. If you don't win the original, 
you at least get a 3% x 5% postcard like 
the one I sent to Irv. Don't worry. 
Everything is free! 

Well, Irv, I better let you finish your 
work, so I'll write soon with the name 
of the winner of the Asphalt Animal 
art. So hang in there and keep doing an 
excellent job. 

Sean Paine 

Atmore, Alberta, Canada 

—We're running a copy of the Asphalt 
Animal art, even though it won't be the 
original size. We hadn't heard anything 
about the fan club until the receipt of 
your letter. We wish you luck and hope 
it turns out to be a benefit to all 
concerned. By the way, Irv’s Caddy is 
only eighteen and a half feet long. 
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Dear CARtoons, 

I know you're probably sick and tired 
of compliments, but it's your own fault 
for making such an excellent mag. I've 
only been reading your magazine for 
three years, but they've been three of 
the best years of my life It's the best 
magazine I have ever read. 

Trosley, I salute you. Krass and 
Bernie are my automotive heroes. The 
bugster,or is that the dragbug? well, 


дума 
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We welcome letters to the editor. 
They should be brief and brilliant. 
The letters must include name and 
address and/or telephone number 
so that the signature or name of 
the sender can be verified. Once 
verified, names can be withheld at 
your request. We continue to 
reserve the right to edit and/or 
condense letters for clarity and 
other purposes, such as space 
considerations. 





whatever, is the greatest. Will there 
ever be a Krass and Bernie cartoon? 
Or, how about a special issue devoted 
to K & B? That would be stupendous. 

In these three years, I think Shawn 
Kerri’s best work was the cover of 
December 87. Just one question: why 
Budweiser beer? 

Carl Kohler has the wildest ideas 
ever. Where does he come up with 
them? And, last but not least, would 
you please run a how-to section on a 68 
Chevelle? Well, Га better be signing off 
until next time. Keep on toonin. . . 
Scott Kuether 
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin 
—We don't know about a Krass апа 
Bernie cartoon. So far, we haven't heard 
from Hanna-Barbera. Budweiser? We 
didn't see any Budweiser. Carl Kohler 
lives іп а small, cold and windy town in 
Texas, where there aren't too many 
people. And, sometimes, on a night when 
the wind is really howling and you can 
hear the coyotes in the distance and it's 
really spooky. . . well, the mind just 
starts to во... 


Dear tooners, 

I gotta say it! CARtoons is God's 
work! The men who started the mag 
should have a holiday named after 
them. Heck, I worship my CARtoons 
mags every day and twice on Sundays! 
I've talked to several holy men about 
rewriting the ten commandments to 
include reading CARtoons, but so far 
I've just gotten a strange smile and: 
“We'll pray for you, my son." 








I was looking through the May/June 
80 issue, and you have a segment from 
the “бара of Rumpville" reprinted. T've 
read that story a thousand times and 
still get a kick outta Ы. 

In the June 88 issue, there's a 
deranged lunatic who's gonna go to 
college (why?) and wants to give up his 
collection (WHY?) Well, I'd like you to 
print my full address, and maybe send 
me his (to make sure he hears from 
me.) Anyone else who wants to part 
with their Hot Rod, CAR, Cycle, 
Racing, etc. toons, write me, please! 

I'm glad to see you got off the ATV 
kick. I was really upset with the ATV 
stuff. But, hey, who am I to critcize 
your artists' talent and stories? Thanks 
for the laughs and the automotive 
humor. Keep toonin. 

Chuck Johnson 

Waldo, Wisconsin 

—We don't keep track of the addresses 
of the various letter writers from issue to 
issue and we don't maintain a file of 
anyone's address. The only address we 
would have on file would be those who 
won first, second or third place in the 
Letters column. And for those addresses 
we would have to go back through the 
accounting department's records. And 
sorry about not running your complete 
address, as we don't want to start into 
that again. We suggest that Barry Рен 
should write to us, if he still has his 
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collection available. We, admittedly, ran 
the address for the Trosley Fan Club, 
but that is a blind box number. 


Yo tooners, 

І just went out and bought your 
August 89 issue. I rushed home and 
һай my nose in it for at least an hour 
and a half. Anyway, when I got to the 
No Mini-Truck story, I noticed a 
subscription card. I filled it out and set 
it on the table, and I think it got 
thrown away! I was wondering if you 
could tell me how to get a sub without 
one of those little cards? 

I also have a question for anyone 
reading this letter. I missed the June 89 
Exotic Car issue, and I just happen to 
be an exotic car fan. My favorite car is 
the Porsche 959, Anyway, if anyone 18 
willing to sell his issue, I will pay 
mucho money. I loved Kerri’s pull-out 
poster, Also, in Steve Austin’s 
interview, is all that stuff true? 

Ron Godfrey, Jr. 

Roseville, California 

—Again, we are having problems with 
the address business. We dropped the 
Corresponding Erica column because 
running addresses caused all kinds of 
problems. We really don't wan to go 
from the pen-pal business over to the 
trading post business. And, since we are 
reluctant to run complete addresses, we 
would have to become a postal 
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forwarding service to take care of all the 
requests that we get. You can, however, 
order a subscription without having one 
of those little cards. Just send your 
name and complete address, along with 
а check or money order for $9.95 to: 
CARtoons/Subscription Fulfillment, 
6725 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90028, or you сап call: (213) 854-2470. 
The Austin interview was, as are a lot of 
things we run, a lot of fun to read. 


Dear tooners, 

I was flashed back with the 30th 
Anniversary Issue. I’m 39 now, but felt 
13 after reading Pete Millar's History 
Lesson. Drag Cartoons was great. I sure 
wish I had saved mine. Anyone want to 
sell theirs? Гуе got SURFtoons #3 and 
would like to find в 1 and 2, also. 

I own a woody and enjoy seeing 
them in toons. Here's a drawing I did 
of a 41 Chevy woody like mine. 
Looking forward to many more years of 
CARtoons. How would I go about 
reaching Pete Millar? 

Michael Murphy 

Makawao, Hawaii 

—Well, we'd guess if there's anybody out 
there who wants to sell their copies of 
SUR Ftoons, we'll probably hear from 
them. Although, we'd doubt there's 
people dying to get rid of their firsi 
issue. Pete Millar has been doing 
illustrations for Petersen's Car Craft 


If you wish to respond to our 
advertisers and do not wish to cut 
up your magazine, you can make a 
Xerox copy of the particular ad or 
coupon and send that to them. 
When responding to advertisers, 
write to them, not to us. We have 
no control over their policies 
and/or method of fulfillment. 


magazine for quite a few years now, You 
might try writing to them. It’s the same 
address as CARtoons magazine. 





Dear CARtoons, 

I just read your 30th Anniversary 
Issue. It was Рой I've been reading 
your mag for about 2 or 3 years now. 
Krass and Bernie, My Wheels and the 
pull-outs are my favorites. You guys 
really went all-out on the 30 year issue. 
One bad thing, though. I didn't see any 
of Shawn Kerri's work. Trosley and she 
are the best. Couple questions. Why 
didn't Kerri do the pull-out? Why did 
you separate Krass and Bernie? 
Anyway, it was still a kill issue. 

I own a 79 Merc Monarch, 351, it 
hauls! Some Christmas present, huh? 
Just wanted you to know, even up here 
in Alaska, toons is the best! 

Mike Heyward 

Eagle River, Alaska 

—All of our artists are free-lance 
contributors. When the work arrives in 
our mail box. we pay them for it and 
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run it in the magazine. It works the 
same with Kerri as it does for everyone 
else: we can't run what she didn't send. 
Sometimes, it seems, she gets involved in 
doing other things. Also, we had Trosley 
lined up for doing the pull-out when the 
magazine was in the planning stages, 
because we wanted to use Krass and 
Bernie as part of the 30th Anniversary 
idea. Trosley drew Krass and Bernie for 
that issue with the idea in mind that it 
was to be a two-part story. 


Yo toons! 

What's up over there in Cali? I've 
been collecting CARtoons for almost a 
year now and I think your mag is the 
best! Your 30th Anniversary Issue was 
great! Unk and the Varmints were 
pretty funny. Krass and Bernie were 
cool, as always. I especially liked the 
CYCLEtoons Personality Test. I loved 
everything. 

If you haven't already done a street 
rod issue, I would like to see one. And, 
also, a monster truck issue. This next 
idea might sound kinda dumb, but how 
about an issue on funny cars, eh? 

I was wondering if you could tell me 
where I could find some issues of 
CYCLEtoons, cause my friend has 
some and he won't sell me any. And he 
has doubles of some. Whatta stinge! 
Well, I'll let you guys get back to 
brainstormin that next issue! Got any 
drawing contests comin up? 

Mike Schwier 

Gaithersburg, Maryland 

—Weil, we did manage to get out a 
monster truck issue since you wrote your 
letter, and you'll probably notice that 
there is a monster truck drawing contest 
in that particular issue. So, watch the 
deadline, get your stuff in early. . . and 
good luck. 
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| ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: 


Draw an X in the boxes wou want. Or whom ona 
separate piece of paper 


О Order 3 or More and get FREE GIFT. 

D Order 8 or More, pay only 75€ each, 
get 2 FUNNY FREE GIFTSI 

ПАН 17 for only $10. with 3 FUNNY FREE GIFTS. 
Add $1.00 for postage & handiing, 
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FREE CATALOG. == FAST == SERVICE. SEND ТО: 
* BRAD'S FUN SHOP, DEPT. 1733 
Р.О. BOX 70, ANN ST., STBG., РА 18360 







Top Secret 


ж BOOK SAFEL 


От rhe базе is a Нятнавсний 

Вее. Hidden inside. Ява! 

combination-Iock sacri ва 
mona, cain; jewelry, 

„ private papers № вестей (bens | 

- Сп 42 65 for one, er two for 


$5.50, Sand your nama, 
вагому, and 57. 00 for postage 


Hilarious optical illusion! 
scientific principle always SUPER 
works! With these X-Ray GAG! 
= 
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Specs you apparently sea 
bones underneath! Apparently 


“embarrass” friends — they'll 
BEG TO TRY IT FOR THEM- 
SELVES! Be the mos! popular 
at work/school—BE THE LIFE 
OF THE PARTY! You also get 
funny tricks and amazing illu- 
sions to perform for your 
friends! Only $2.95 


1 


Add 85€ for rush service postage and giant joke 1 
catalog. Send your name and address 10: 
BRAD'S FUN SHOP DEPT. 1733 Р.О, BOX 70 
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ABSOLUTELY LIC IND 07 OVER 300 VEHICLES CONVENIENTLY 
MOVING PARTS‘ ( = 


(JUST LIKE THE REAL THING’) 


MOLPEP WITH ВИМРЕК-ТО-ВИМРЕР / 


NOW YOU CAN OWN A FANTASTIC 
NEW MODEL KIT ВУ BORTZOIL / 
IT'S AN AMAZINGLY REALISTIC 
SCALE MODEL OF A LOS ANGELES 
FREEWAY CROSSOVER 
EXPERIENCE ALL THE HORRORS 
ANP EXCITEMENT OF AN L.A 
MORNING RUSH HOUR AT ты 
SCALE! WITH OVER ЗОО CARS, 
TRUCKS ANO SUZUKI SAMURIS 
PLUS CONSTRUCTION CREWS 
AND FARAMELICS. THIS KIT 
WiLL GIVE VOU MINUTES OF 
FLA. WHY THERE'S EVEN A 
SCALEP ۷۷۸۷ھ‎ VIAWS-OF-LIFE'! 
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THE SUPER DETAILER ! МРИМЕ DONE ا‎ | SEARCHING THE PAINT SCHEME 
BECOMES THE SCIENTIST | үдэн DINE DINE IE ҮТ BE NICER ТО THE JUDGES 
WORKING TIRELESSLY 4 f RECREATION OF ATIRELESS Фар DEM UAE IF YOU TRIMMED 
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Untitled CARtoon 
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TREAD THIS BEFORE YOU BEGIN Z 


YOU WILL NEEP THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO ENJOY THE 
NEXT TWO PAGES OF MOPELKIT HUMOR: 


*MINOR SENSE OF HUMOR 


* TWO EYEBALLS 
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[К ОСЧАККЕР ТО US HERE AT CARTOONS THAT MODEL KITS HAVE CHANGED QUITE А BIT OVER THE YEARS. 

IT USEP TO TAKE A FAIRLY SMART КІР ABOUT A WEEK TO PUT TOGETHER A PLASTIC MODEL KIT---THERE 
WAS AN EXTENSIVE BOOKLET OF INSTRUCTIONS, HUNDRERS OF MINUTE PARTS, HAKD-TO-APPLV DECALS AND 
BESIDES GLUE, YOU NEEDED A KNIFE, SCREWPRIVERS, PLIERS ANP А WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF ELECTRICS! 
MORE OFTEN THEN NOT, PAP WAS BROUGHT IN TO ASSIST... 
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Ebay WE НМР MOST МОРЕ: CAR KITS ARE PRETTY SIMPLE-- THERE ARE A LOT LESS PIECES. STICKERS 
INSTEAP OF WATER DECALS АМС EVEN FOORE SNAP-TOGETHER, туу? > PARTS!" ARE “TODAYS MODELS 
KIT ENTHUSIASTS A LOT PUAAGER THAN VESTER YEAR’? OR HAVE THE MODEL COMPANIES JUST STARTED 


CHURNING OUT BOREING AND LOUSY KITS? МЕ DECIDED TO LAUNCH A SMALL BUDGET INVESTIGATION INTO 
VERY SILLY ALLEGATIONS... 
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TYPICAL КІР PUTTING AVERAGE MODEL KIT TOGETHER TODAY! 
26 


б... WE DISCOVERED WAS THAT YEARS AGO, THE CARS THAT WERE ON THE ROAD WERE CREATED IN 
SWEAT- SHOP ASSEMBLY LINE WORK-PLANTS WITH HUNDREDS OF LABORERS AND SKILLED TECHNICIANS AND 
ENGINEERS, THOUSANDS, OF CAREFULLY DESIGNED PARTS AND MANY VISUAL CHECK-POINTS AND TESTS! THE 
MODEL KITS AT THE TIME FAITHFULLY REPRODUCED, IN MINIUTURE, MOST OF THE PARTS AND STYLING... 
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(г топау-- AUTO ASSEMBLY LINES ARE MOSTLY ROBOTIC WITH MECHANICAL ARMS AND ELABORATE 
COMPUTORS CONNECTING IDIOT-PROOF UNITS WHICH HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURED IN PIFFERENT PLACES ALL 
OVER THE WORLD! OF COURSE THE MODEL KIT COMPANIES ARE STILL FAITHFULLY REPRODUCING NOT ONLY 
THE MINDLESS, CHANDS-OFF' ASSEMBLY OF MOPERN CARS BUT ALSO THE CURRENT TREND OF LOW-DETALL, 

SINGLE -UNIT CONSTRUCTION STYLING AS WELL... 
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É- FRIENVS--AFTER COMPILING AND COLLATING ALL OUR RESEARCH AND INFORMATION 
WE HAVE COME TO THE ۸۸۷۸۷۳۴ BOGGLING SCIENTIFIC CONCLUSION THAT.. 


coo ТАЛ MODEL RITS KAMEN. 
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INTERVIEW WITH: 


Skayl Weelz: M 


Assembly: Carl Kohler 


СК: Hi I’m from CARtoons Maga: 
sw: Okay, that's your story, man. 
CE: Look, it’s Модејсаг Month and Editor 
Dennis Ellefson said to get an interview with an 
offbeat modelbuilder or risk peddling poetry to 
Motor Trend for the rest of my life. What I want 
is your story. 

BW: It's not much of a tale. Just your 
plain-vanilla success saga with hype-topping 
dribbling over it. 

СЕ: For openers, how did you get into building 
models? 

SW: Mainly because I failed at my life's 
ambition. 

CK: Ав what? 

SW: Career Couch Potato. Spent my whole 
childhood staring at a blank TV-screen. No 
sound. No picture. Nothing. 

507: My folks considered electricity a pagan. 
mystery. Refused to have it in the house. So I 
started scratch-carving 1/29-scale models outa 
soapbars, blocksalt and scrap limber. Used a 
rusty screwdriver and a ballpeen hammer. 

CX: What kinda models? Cars? Trucks? 
Emergency vehicles? 

SW: Hey, anybody born and raised, here, in the 
high desert never saw that stuff in those days. 
So I did scale-rocks. Scale-cactus. Scale-reptiles. 
Coyotes, roadrunners and rabbits moved too fast 
to memorize. 

SW: The day I stumbled onto an abandoned van. 
Scared the hoot outa me! Thought it was a 
Mojave Kurae Shrine. But it turned out to be a 
minor miracle. 

CE: How во? 

вт: That totalled van was jammypacked with 
1/25-seale car kits. Basic modelling tools. Tons 
of literature from Monogram. . AMT... 
Revell..Foxmarnick... ESCI. . Tamiya. All the 
leading manufacturers. Figured the van 
belonged to a traveling sales rep. 

CX: Ever find his bleaching bones? 

8W: Nah-but I found his waliet, containing 
$500 and somebody named Kerri's phone 
number. Spent a thoughtful week, réally 
learning how to put scale-cars together and 
planning to run away from hore. 

CX: Did you split? 

SW: Yup. Like a bad fingernail. 

GE: How did you escape the wasteland? 

SW: In the mangled van. Only thing 
mechanically wrong with it was vapor-lock. And 
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pretzelled tie-rods. Steering the scrunchy junker 
was a nightmare-and-a-half but I made it clear 
back to the East Coast. Traffic kept frenziedly 
veering away from me, which helped a lot. 

CK: No license? 

SW: No common sense, either, man. Today, Га 
do it different. 

CK: Like how? 

BW: I'd hot-wire a skateboard, go legally red. 
CK: You found a job on the Eastern Seaboard? 
SW: Sure did. Met a doll who helped me get 
hired by & big modelcar factory. A. really choice 
position. Practically a stinkin’ executive, 

y know? 

ОЖ: What did you do? 

SW: I was in charge of seeing that every kit 
coming off the assembly-line had one part 
missing. A challenge, man. Hacked-up a great 
work-record. Only let three kits outa 10-million 
get shipped containing every part. 

CE: Anything else during that timeframe? 

SW: Learned a lot. About sheet plastic. Styrene 
glue. Resins. White metal. Diecasting. 
Vacuformers. Airbrushes. Got so good I was 
striping 1/88-scale hearses with the nozzle set 
for $-mm line work, on my own time. Continued 
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learning. All about putty throwing. How to do 
innovative stuff. 

SW: Sure, man. Scratchbuild a 1/31-scale 
ambulance and put realistic lookin’ side-lights 
on it—usin' pearl buttons from a western shirt! 
All like that. 

CE: Why aren't you still back there, Scoring 
triumph? 

SW: Couple disasters hit. 

СК: Disasters? 

SW: The Trosley Moonlight Institute of 
Automotive Customizing expelled me for 
designing porno 1/91-scale ashtrays as just a 
joke. Only wanted to see if I could draw 
something that would make old Dean Trosley 
swallow his gum and drop his Naugahyde-bound 
Bible. Knew my route to the company top was 
stalled without a diploma. 24-hours later, a 
flattenin' case of Homesickness struck. It was 
all over. 

GE: Adios Eastern Establishment, eh? 

SW: Right. So I headed for home—determined to 
become a free soul and modeling legend in my 
own time. 

CE: Via ven again? 












SW: No way! 

СЕ: Bus? Train? Plane? 

Sw: Nah. Hot-wired a BMX, towing a mammoth 
trailer stuffed to the roof with modeling 
supplies plus my vast collection of 
scale-vehicles. Enroute, I thought about setting 


— Up шу own Model Shop in the lost city of Palm 


Springs-but it seemed pointless. 

CE: Why? 

SW: Name one model shop dealer who's famous. 
CK: See what you mean. 

SW: But my nimble mind went atire 
with a horribly bright idsa before I reached 





these hills. I couldn't get it outa my head. Day 
and night, it got brighter and brighter. A 
world-class project, man. Wilder than a horde of 
school fugitives during Spring Break! I mean 
totally riotous! 

CK: Let's not oversell it, kid. 

SW: You ever see a diorama? 

CK: Certainly. A specially constructed scene 
consisting of miniature landscapes, buildings, 
vehicles, figures, trees, shrubbery—and like that. 
Seen lots of them. Wny? 

SW: Well...my notion makes every diorama in 
existence look like shredded hamloaf! That is, it 
did for awhile. 

CE: For awhile? 

SW: Splurged my severance pay, leasing 
50-acres of land. Hunted the entire desert, 
roundin' up only the most gifted, experienced 
modsiers in the area—including those two 
greats, X Acto and his twin cousin, E. 
Poxy—who agreed to work on a share-basis. 

CK: Sounds big. 

SW: Took whole year but we did it! 

CE: Did what 

SW: Recreated the whole town of Twenty-nine 
Palms іп 1/33-scale! Talk about faithful to 
detail! Every street, road, site, tree, rock and car 
the real place contained—duplicated in scale! 





CONDEMNED 
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Hiding in the worst places 


Figured we'd make a fortune, charging $25.00 
per adult, $10.00 per minor to tour the display. 
Even rebuilt a couple of clunker golf-carts to 
haul the customers through the spectacular 


GE: Let me guess. You got rich! 

SW: We got flat-broke, man. 

СК: How could it possibly loss? 

SW: Fantastic storm swept in—buryin’' the event 
under 9-yards of sand. Heartbreaking. 
Embarrassing, too. Everybody and their 
single-parent aunt screaming for their monsy 
back. Unpaid modelers scheming to hang me in 
public from a Joshua Tree, charging a dollar 
admission. Investigators from a dozen chambers 
of commerce after me. I fell apart. Couldn’t face 
anybody. Бо I vanished. 

CK: To where? 

SW: All over the man, stayin’ one-jump ahead of 
enraged types. 

CE: H-How did you exist? 

SW: Lived in condemned dumpsters. Hid out in 
abandoned drag strips. Always on the move. 
Terrible lifestyle for a guy who hasn't a drop of 
gypsy blood. 

CE: How d-did you eat? 

SW: Tragically sold my masterwork models-one 
by one—for pittance prices. Му 1910 1/77-всаје 
Austin Scrambler, for $2.98. My cherished 1944 








1/60-scale Dianna, Double-hooded Phaeton, for 
$1.50. My irreplaceable 1/11-scale "68 Evans set 
of matched Funnycars, Бес each. Gradually 1 ate 
my way through the huge collection. 47,000 
cars, to be precise. 

CK: But you survived. 

SW: Yeh—and cooled off in time. Statute of 
limitations and mercifully sneaky stuff like that. 
Meanwhile, I planned an incredible come-back. 
CK: A come-back? Doing which with what? 
SW: Oh, I found financial backing. Tons of it. A 
rich Texas modelcar collector, named Timothy 
McGuire, will pick-up all the tabs! I've already 
bought the site. 

CK: Tabs? Site? What's happening? And where? 
BW: Get this picture, man: 4 miles-long, 8 
miles-wide Modelcar Theme Park completely 
duplicating—in 1/40-scale—the entire State of 
California right down.to the last mountain, 
building, vehicle, Interstate, backroad, street 
tree and telephone pole! Including lakes, 
reservoirs, rivers and streams that actually 
sparkle and flow! 

СК: You haven't said where. 

SW: A previously undeveloped area called 
Nicholas Cordero Canyon. I'm the Executive 
Director, naturally. 

CE: Who's Nicholas Cordero? 

SW: A future Offroading Tycoon who donated 
the immense canyon because he loves 
modelcars, of course. 

CK: Okay. what if natural disaster strikes 
again? 

SW: Natural disaster? 

CE: The big Shake. The Monster Quake. what, 
then? 

SW: According to our research numbers, only 
the west walls of Cordero Canyon could become 
coastline. A geological shift like that would 
simply enhance our property, adding to its 


SW: Like, we install 1/40-scale bays, harbors, 
marinas and beaches—deftly including 
modelboats and go right on making modeling 
history, what else, man? 
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“Look, J dreamed it up... J built it... Г entered 
it—so I can сай it a Torino Air-Sea-Land Vehicle 
if J wanna.” 





“АП of my cars start from 3-ton blocks of marble.”’ 





“We're doing sumpin' wrong but I dunno what." 


"When it comes to scale-engineering—1 got the 
head for it!” 





“If we provide full-color fotos, schematics and 
“1 nflated, faster to ready for shows. Deflated, heavily illustrated booklets—wil] you take your 
easier to store!” project home?" ۱ 





“I had a world class collection of Matchbox “А spiffy birthday gift—even if it’s 7 ot a new 
Brush Trucks but greedy old Squeezey, here, ate miodelcar kit.” 
them!” 





(or, Marble eyes, Austin and Me) 
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For quite a while I have had a secret idea. That idea was simply this: give a story 
idea to two different cartoonists, and see how each would interpret it. Of course, 
the trick was to not let each know that the other was working on the same 
premise. So, not long ago, my secret desire became reality. The phone rang and it 
was Tom Marnick (who recently married and changed his name to Foxmarnick.) I 
said, “Marble Eyes, you fool! What is it?” Well, he started whining about no 
money coming in. “Get a job," I cried. “I have one. . .I’m а cartoonist!” Marble 
Eyes replied. Then it hit me. . . give the idea to him and see how he would do it. 
Two days later, the phone rang again. At first I thought it was Eyes again, 
whining about money. Ви... no, it was Steve Austin, whining about no money 
coming in. Aha, I thought, here’s the second half of my clever idea (if I do say so 
myself.) So, needless to say, but I will, I slipped the idea into the fevered brain of 
said Mr. Austin. Of course, neither knew that they were both working on the same 
idea. Time passed, more time passed and then, through my door, (wearing his 
really dopey round black glasses) came Tom, the married. I looked over the story 
and was pleased and delighted. I handed Eyes $37.50 and told him to get lost. (I’m 
nothing if not a sensitive, caring person.) Later that same day a package arrived 
from Fresno, California, home of many people, but most well-known as the abode 
of Mr. Steve Austin. I scanned the pages and again was “a happy camper.” I sent 
Steve a brief note telling him to get lost also. Anyway, not to ramble any further, 
on the following four pages you will find a two-page story called Noise by Tom 
Foxmarnick (that name!) and, following that, a two-pager called Noise by Mr. 
Steve Austin. I think you'll get a kick out of them. Let us know. 











Steve Austin Tom Foxmarnick Dennis Ellefson 
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